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Athletic Council – Friday, January 30, 2009 
Minutes 
 
Attendance: Judy Chivers, Mo Cooper, Steve Fortson, Bob Grant, Elizabeth Hardin, Jeff John, 
Sheryl Kent, Mary Kenton, Dan Krane, Karen Lahm, Matt Lawless, Jack Leopard, Sonny 
Osborne, Amber Peplow, Roderick Perry, David Reynolds, Jackie Schetter, Suzanne Semones, 
John Shadler, Mike Sincoff, Beth Sorenson, Jessica Weidert, Martyn Whittingham, and Charles 
“Chuck” Willis.  (Voting members absent: Milan Milosevic of Student Government and 
Lawrence Prochaska of CoSM.) 
 
1. Call to Order – Meeting was called to order at 8:04 a.m. by Chair Sincoff. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes of October 31, 2008 – Minutes were approved by acclimation in 
response to a motion made by Sonny Osbourne and seconded by John Shadler. 
 
3. Athletic Director, Bob Grant introduced two new-comers to the Athletic Department staff:  
Jack Leopard (Director of Annual Giving), and Jackie Shetter (sales coordinator for botht eh 
Nutter Center and the Athletics Department). 
 
4. Women’s volleyball coach, Trina Smith spoke to the Athletics Council and introduced two 
current players: Tina Paunicka (a junior S) and Lexi Leonhard (a junior OH).  Coach Smith 
reported that her team was unusually young and that it had lost four starters last year.  She is 
pleased with both the academic and the athletic success of this year’s team.  Women’s Soccer 
coach, Patrick Fergusson also spoke to the Athletics Council and introduced two players: 
Nicole Amador (a junior M) and Lorrin Bertsch (a sophomore D).  He reported that his team 
finished in third place in the Horizon League and lost in the conference semi-finals.  He felt 
that his team had played an unusually strong schedule and that his players were a little 
disappointed in the outcome of the season.  He feels that his team of almost all freshmen and 
sophomores has a lot to build on for next year.  Both Coaches Smith and Fergusson partook 
in a brief discussion regarding the higher rate of torn ACLs among women athletes relative to 
men. 
 
5. Committee reports: 
 Chair Sincoff began the committee report section of the meeting with a request that all 
committee chairs submit to him a brief summary of their activities to date for a report 
that he would be making to the faculty senate in two weeks. 
 Steering Committee: Chair Sincoff reported that this committee had met to discuss the 
agenda of this meeting of the Athletics Council. 
 Academic Affairs: Karen Lahm asked Judy Chivers to hand out and comment on the most 
recent quarterly grade reports.  The cumulative GPA for student athletes in the fall 
quarter was 3.005 (vs. 2.931 for WSU students in general).  Approximately 140 student 
athletes and 40 trainers will be acknowledged for maintaining GPAs of 3.0 or higher at 
half time of the men’s basketball game on February 14. 
 Constitution and Bylaws: Dan Krane reported that this committee had not met since the last 
meeting of the Athletics Council.  The quadrennial review of the faculty senate’s 
constitution has been put off to the spring quarter but it was anticipated that the number 
of faculty senate representatives to the Athletics Council would be among the things 
considered as part of that review. 
 Student Welfare and Diverse Student Athlete Advocacy:  Steve Fortson reported that these 
committees would next meet on February 17.  It has had preliminary meetings 
regarding NCAA certification of the WSU athletic program.  It has met with members 
of the Gender Equity committee as part of its preparation for certification and would be 
working on an updated diversity plan for the NCAA by the end of this academic year. 
 Gender Equity:  Mary Kenton reported that this committee had data in hand for the Gender 
Equity report and would be meeting two or three times in February and several times in 
March to evaluate that material.  It will be generating an annual audit and new five year 
plan before the end of the academic year. 
 
6.  Faculty Athletic Representatives report:  Steve Fortson told the Athletics Council that the 
Horizon League FARs had participated in a conference call in which missed class 
policies were discussed (WSU has no such policy at the present time).  Beth Sorenson 
has been working on refinements to the NCAA pregnancy policies for student athletes.  
She has also attended the NCAA 2009 Scholarly Colloquium on College Sports. 
 
7. SAAC – Jessica Weidert (SAAC vice president) represented the SAAC and reported that 
SAAC members were working on collecting teddy bears so they could be delivered to local 
children hospitals in time for Valentine’s Day and that individual teams were proceeding to 
work on individual community projects. 
 
8.  Rod Perry gave an update on the status of WSU winter sports results and standings. 
 
9. Athletic Director, Bob Grant told the Council that he was proud of how the coaches in the 
Athletics Department were handling their business.  He reported that he has had many 
conversations with Provost Angle and Vice President Abrahamowicz regarding prospective 
budget cuts to the Athletics Department.  Fundraising for the Athletics Department is 
currently flat and that may be a precursor to a down-ward trend in the near future.  Budgetary 
difficulties at WSU were reflective of a national trend that led to a recent emergency meeting 
of Horizon League Athletic Directors in Indianapolis.  The Horizon League would be 
switching to a six team tournament format for all its sports (other than basketball) to help 
reduce travel costs as a result.  Athletic Director Grant also reported that budget concerns 
were leading to at least a temporary delay in the filling of the still open life skills position 
within the Athletics Department (over 250 applications have been received to date).  Sheryl 
Kent won a drawing for two courtside seats for Thursday’s men’s basketball game against 
Valparaiso. 
 
10.  Other business. 
  -- Dan Krane also warned the Athletics Council that he would be asking for the help of 
individual members to promote the upcoming pre-game lectures sponsored by the Athletics 
Council before men’s basketball games on February 14, 21 and 28. 
 
11. Meeting was adjourned at 9:18 a.m. 
 
